
The Theology of Dolly Parton

We are a Changemaker church, committed to following Jesus’ 
example of having compassion for all people, 

and celebrating God’s gift of diversity.  We strive to 
create a church home where people of every gender identity, sexual orien-

tation, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, immigration and socioeco-
nomic status can unite in the mission of God’s love.  

All are welcome here!

Sunday, September 27, 2026
8:30 am & 10:00 am

Los Altos United Methodist Church
655 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos CA 94024

www.laumc.org

Worship Leaders In Today’s Service  
Senior Pastor					     Pastor Dave Samelson
Associate Pastor					     Pastor Jeong Park
Music Ministry Coordinator–Vocal			   Jose Mendiola
Organist						      Craig Norris
Director of Young Adults & Youth Ministries	 Timothy Loewen-Elofson
Lay Leader:						      Margie Gong
Audio Tech:						      Louis Pandula
Video Tech:						      Elizabeth Smishko

Prayer Concerns                                                                                                                  Prayer Concerns                                                                                                                  
IN SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY AND THE  WORLD: 
Please pray for those who are hungry, displaced, sick, or in poverty 
because of natural and human-made disasters, and for the workers who 
minister to them.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS:
We celebrate the birth of Flynn Juels Arnesen born on 9/16/26 to parents 
CJ & Stefanie Arnesen and proud grandparents Rick & Valarie Arnesen.

MEMORIAL SERVICES:
Marv Patterson (Service: Friday, November 20th at 10:30 a.m.)

PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND HEALING:
Patricia Critzer, Kate Broderson, Lois Brownson, Patricia Irwin, Jane Holt, 
Joyce Cavanaugh, Harvey Dixon, Chuck Dunker, Dave Ahn

MEN & WOMEN IN UNIFORM AROUND THE WORLD:
CJ Allen (USAF), Rachel Z. E. Sheridan (USAF), James Dobson (USAF), 
Devin Kenny-Hernandez (USA), Phillip Lyman (USA), JP Springsteel, Jared 
Vallner (USA)

LAUMC is a Care Ministry Congregation with trained,            
supportive, and loving people who are available to provide 
you with confidential, caring support in times of special need. 
If you need care, call the office at 650.948.1083 and connect 
to a pastor. 



Get Connected                                                                                                                    Get Connected                                                                                                                    
COMBATANTS FOR PEACE PRESENTATION: Today, Sunday, Sept. 27 
Lunch 11:30 Presentation 12:00 noon in Creekside
Join us for one of the Most Important Israeli & Palestinian Peace 
Organizations, 100 Percent Committed to Non-Violence,.
COMPASSION WEEK-REGISTRATION OPEN!: October 3-11, 2026
Please join us for a week to learn, understand, and serve together, with 200+ 
projects for every age and ability. Info: compassionweeklosaltos.org.  
YOUTH MINISTRY @ LAUMC: Youth Group: Sundays, 6-8 pm; Sunday 
School: Sundays, 10-11:15 am; Game Night: 2nd Friday of the month, 4-6 pm
BROWN BAGS & BIBLES: Mondays, 12-1 pm  (LAUMC.org/BBB)
GEN2GEN MOVIE GROUP: Tuesday, September 29, 2 pm, Live Oak Room        
Join us for the romantic comedy You, Me & Tuscany.  LAUMC.org/gen2gen
KINDNESS JAM: FAMILY CONCERT & PROJECTS: Sat, October 3, 10-noon
Join us at Lincoln Park, Los Altos, for a family concert with Charity (Kahn) & 
the JAMband — energetic music, dancing, and a celebration of kindness, 
peace & love. Then enjoy child-friendly service projects (bracelet-making, 
stone painting, & more) benefiting people in need in our community.
MARY MARTHA FELLOWSHIP-COMPASSION WEEK: Oct. 4, 11:15 am - 1 pm
We are making fleece blankets in the Garden Room. No skills needed. 
Questions? Please contact Lynne at lynnemccoy2014@gmail.com.
GEN2GEN COMPASSION WEEK-ACTIVITY KITS: Oct. 5 & 6, 10 am - Noon
Just show up, and participate.  We are creating gift bags for seniors 
who reside in underserved communities. Questions? Nan Caldwell at 
sojournerbob714@yahoo.com
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP: 10/5, 1st & 3rd Mondays/month, 10 am
Facilitated by a licensed psychologist and CMT member, in the Live Oak 
Room. All navigating the profound journey of caregiving are invited to share 
tea, find comfort, encouragement, and support. LAUMC.org/Caregiver
STORY HOUR WITH MS. SHARON-HALLOWEEN: Sat., Oct. 10, 9:30 am
Join us for a not-so-spooky Halloween celebration with puppets, stories, 
music, and dancing! In the Children’s Center Preschool.
RISE AGAINST HUNGER-COMPASSION WEEK: October 11
We are holding 50 spots specifically for our LAUMC community.  This event 
fills up quickly, we encourage you to register siliconvalleyvolunteers.org/
LADIES, ARE YOU NEW TO LAUMC? RECENTLY RETIRED?: October 14
Mary Elizabeth Circle meets the second Wednesday of each month 10:00 
-11:30 am in Creekside. Questions? Call Ruth Evans 408-307-4716.
WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP: Thursday, October 15 at 7:30 pm
We will discuss Lula Dean’s Little Library… by Kirsten Miller (fict).  
Susan: sschwamkrug@gmail.com
ADULTING 101: Saturday, October 17 & November 14, 10:00 am 
Thinking about life after high school—or already planning what's next? 
Contact: contact@innovateach.org
JOHN WESLEY SOCIETY LUNCHEON: October 25, 11:30 am Creekside
Learn about LAUMCs Endowment and the many projects that the 
Endowment has funded. All are welcome. Sign-up link coming soon.
WALK TO EMMAUS  Seeking spiritual renewal? Oct 29-Nov. 1 & Nov 5 – 8   
Info: LAUMC.org/News

Morning Worship   Morning Worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Prelude - Prelude No. 2                                                                  Felix Mendelssohn	
                                                                                                                    Craig Norris   

Welcome                                                                                   Pastor Dave Samelson	
 
Introit - The Lord’s Prayer                                                              Albert Hay Malotte
                                                                                 Jose Mendiola and Craig Norris
	
Call to Worship –Jeremiah 29:11-13                  
                                                              Pastor Dave Samelson &  Pastor Jeong Park

Opening Hymn — The Summons                                                            TFWS#2130

Children’s Time (10) - Coat of Many Colors by Dolly Parton  
                                                                                                       Pastor Dave Samelson

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer                                                   Pastor Jeong Park

Bible Reading - Genesis 37:1-8            (8:30)  Siteri Maravou    (10) Keith Wycoff

Special Music - Coat of Many Colors             Words and Music by Dolly Parton 
                                                                                      Jose Mendiola and Craig Norris

Message - The Theology of Dolly Parton: 
                                                              “Find out who you are and do it on purpose”
                                                                                                       Pastor Dave Samelson

Hymn - God Will Make A Way                                                                      Don Moen
                                                                                 Jose Mendiola and Craig Norris

Offering                                                                             Timothy Loewen-Elofson

Offertory - Schindler’s List                                                                  John Williams	
                                                                                                                    Craig Norris
Doxology (10)

Announcements

Sending Forth                                                                      Pastor Dave Samelson

Song of Blessing  -  If You Say Go                                            	
                   
Postlude - Back to the Future                                                             Alan Silvestri	
                                                                                                                    Craig Norris


