
The Theology of Dolly Parton
and

Dedication of Heritage Oak Garden

We are a Changemaker church, committed to following Jesus’ 
example of having compassion for all people, 

and celebrating God’s gift of diversity.  We strive to 
create a church home where people of every gender identity, sexual 
orientation, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, immigration 
and socioeconomic status can unite in the mission of God’s love.  

All are welcome here!

Sunday, September 13, 2026
10:00 am

Los Altos United Methodist Church
655 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos CA 94024

www.laumc.org

Get Connected, cont.                                                                                                        Get Connected, cont.                                                                                                        
YOUTH SUMMER TRIP MEETING: 9/20 (after 2nd service) Sequoia Room
The trip is to Portland, Oregon, June 13-20. Open to Middle & High School.
WALK TO EMMAUS 
Seeking spiritual renewal? Being on a Walk to Emmaus spiritual renewal
weekend might just be what your heart is yearning for. A set of Emmaus 
weekends will take place at LAUMC: Men's Emmaus Weekend: Oct. 29 - 
Nov. 1, Women's Emmaus Weekend: Nov. 5 - 8. Info: LAUMC.org/News 

Prayer Concerns                                                                                                                  Prayer Concerns                                                                                                                  
IN SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY AND THE  WORLD: 
Please pray for those who are hungry, displaced, sick, or in poverty 
because of natural and human-made disasters, and for the workers who 
minister to them.

SYMPATHY:
Marvin Patterson passed away on July 21, 2026.  Marv is survived by his 
wife Mary Lou Simmermacher, his children Brad, Brian (Patricia), and 
Bonnie (Mike), his step-children Daryl and Craig (Kelly), his grandchildren 
Sean, Molly, Lily and Will, and his nieces and nephews, Rhonda, Ron, 
Randy, Roger, and Linda. We pray for God's comfort and peace to 
surround Marv's loved ones.  A Celebration of Life will be held at LAUMC, 
date to-be-scheduled.

PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND HEALING:
Patricia Irwin, Jane Holt, Joyce Cavanaugh, Harvey Dixon, Chuck Dunker, 
Dave Ahn, Pastor Emeritus Mark Bollwinkel

MEN & WOMEN IN UNIFORM AROUND THE WORLD:
CJ Allen (USAF), Rachel Z. E. Sheridan (USAF), James Dobson (USAF), 
Devin Kenny-Hernandez (USA), Phillip Lyman (USA), JP Springsteel, Jared 
Vallner (USA)

LAUMC is a Care Ministry Congregation with trained,            
supportive, and loving people who are available to provide 
you with confidential, caring support in times of special need. 
If you need care, call the office at 650.948.1083 and connect 
to a pastor. 
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HERITAGE OAK GARDEN DEDICATION: Today, Sunday, September 13
We will dedicate the Garden after the 8:30 & 10 am services. Join us for this 
special occasion as we celebrate the memory of a beloved tree, & also the 
enduring life of this church—and the beautiful ways that, even through loss 
and change, new life continues to grow.
THE THEOLOGY OF DOLLY PARTON: 4-Week Sermon Series: 9/13-10/4
If you come upon an Awe-Filled Dolly story, quote, or song -- please send it 
to Pastor Dave at:  dsamelson@laumc.org
SERMON TALK-BACK WITH PASTOR DAVE: Today, Sunday, 9/13, 12:30 pm
All are welcome. We focus on the previous two sermons. LAUMC.org/news
COMPASSION WEEK-REGISTRATION OPEN!: October 3-11, 2026
Please join us for Compassion Week. It is a week to learn, understand, 
and serve together, with 200+ hands-on projects for every age and ability. 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! Info: www.compassionweeklosaltos.org.  
YOUTH MINISTRY @ LAUMC: Youth Group: Sundays, 6-8 pm; Sunday 
School: Sundays, 10-11:15 am; Game Night: 2nd Friday of the month, 4-6 pm
BROWN BAGS & BIBLES-BOOK OF REVELATION: Mondays, 12-1 pm
Pastor Dave will present an outline of the chapters to be discussed each 
week in the Sequoia Room or via Zoom. LAUMC.org/BBB       
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP: 9/7, 1st & 3rd Mondays/month, 10 am
Facilitated by a licensed psychologist and CMT member, in the Live Oak 
Room. All navigating the profound journey of caregiving are invited to share 
tea, find comfort, encouragement, and support. LAUMC.org/Caregiver
LADIES, ARE YOU NEW TO LAUMC? OR RECENTLY RETIRED?
Mary Elizabeth Circle meets the second Wednesday of each month 10:00 
-11:30 am in Creekside. Questions? Call Ruth Evans 408-307-4716.
GEN2GEN MOVIE GROUP: Tuesday, September 15, 2 pm, Live Oak Room      
Join us for the 2021 WWI drama, The Road Dance. LAUMC.org/gen2gen
WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP: Thursday, September  17 at 7:30 pm
We will discuss James by Percival Everett. Susan: sschwamkrug@gmail.com
GEN2GEN GUEST SPEAKER: KIM JONES, MD: Sept. 18, 11 am via Zoom
We are excited to have Kim, Co-founder and Executive Director of The 
Changemaker Initiative. talk about What's New with Changemaker? Learn 
about the amazing experiences they're creating, including a new book. 
Questions? Please contact Terry Morrison at morrisont2002@aol.com 
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Starts Saturday, September 19
The LAUMC Grief Support Group will begin in September for those coping 
with the loss of a loved one. LAUMC.org/Grief-Support-Group
DISASTER RESPONSE TRAINING 2026: Saturday, September 19
Sign up! This training is required for volunteers who wish to become 
certified and badged as ERT Team Members. More info at LAUMC.org/ERT
MMF GRATEFUL GARMET PROJECT: Sunday, September 20, 11:15 am
All are welcome to attend our program in the Youth Room to hear about The 
Grateful Garment Project. Ginny Lau at Ginnymlau@gmail.com

Morning WorshipMorning Worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Prelude - Living Prayer by Ron Block                                         The StarGeezers:
                              Jim Reynolds, Mike Beamer, Janet Campbell, Larry Farnsley
Welcome                                                                                   Pastor Dave Samelson	
Introduction of Our New District Superintendent:        Rev. Oliver Mangubat	
Introit - They’ll Know We are Christian’s by Our Love                    
                                                                                        St Brendan’s Peter Scholtes    
                                                              New Covenant Choir Jose Mendiola, Dir. & 
                                Music Ministry Coordinator:Vocal  Acc: Tony Marriott, Piano
Call to Worship –1 John 4:7-8 & Matthew 5:43-46    
                                                               Pastor Dave Samelson & Pastor Jeong Park
Opening Hymn — It Is Well With My Soul (v 1,3,4)                                 UMH#377
                                                    Jose Mendiola, Music Min. Coordinator: Vocal & 
                                             Tony Marriott, Music Min. Coordinator: Instrumental
Children’s Time                    Sharon McClintock, Director of Children’s Ministry 
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer                                                   Pastor Jeong Park
Bible Reading - Luke 18:9-14                                                                Siteri Maravou 
Anthem - Love Divine, All Loves Excelling          Charles Wesley/Dirk Damonte 	
                                                              New Covenant Choir Jose Mendiola, Dir. & 
                                            Music Ministry Coordinator:Vocal  Acc: Tony Marriott
Message –The Theology of Dolly Parton: 
                                                    “God is Love” & “Scared Religion Is No Religion”           
                                                                                                       Pastor Dave Samelson
Hymn - Morning Has Broken UMH#145         Jose Mendiola and Tony Marriott
Outreach Connection - Compassion Week                                  Yvonne Murray
Offering                                                                                 Timothy Loewen-Elofson
Offertory - Hobo’s Meditation (Traditional)                                  The StarGeezers
Doxology                                                                                                Tony Marriott
Announcements
Dedication of Heritage Oak Garden                    
                                                            Kelly Johnson, President, Board of Trustees
                                                              Margie Gong, Director of Church Operations
             Moving to Heritage Oak Garden for the Prayer of Dedication

Prayer of Dedication                       Pastor Dave Samelson & Pastor Jeong Park
Sending Forth                                District Superintendent Rev. Oliver Mangubat                                            
Song of Blessing - If You Say Go                                                     The StarGeezers

                       If You say go; we will go. If you say wait; we will wait 
              If You say step out on the water; and they say it can’t be done;  
                                 We’ll fix our eyes on You and we will come.


