
We are a Changemaker church, committed to following Jesus’ 
example of having compassion for all people, 

and celebrating God’s gift of diversity.  We strive to 
create a church home where people of every gender identity, 
sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, 

immigration and socioeconomic status can unite in the mission 
of God’s love.  

All are welcome here!

Sunday, December 14, 2025
 10:00 am

Los Altos United Methodist Church
655 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos CA 94024

www.laumc.org

PrayerPrayer  ConcernsConcerns                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
IN SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY AND THE  WORLD: Please pray for those 
who are hungry, displaced, sick, or in poverty because of natural and 
human-made disasters, and for the workers who minister to them.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Isabelle Templeton Keenan was born December 4, 2025, to parents Katie 
and Eric Keenan and proud grandparents Nancy and Jim Near.

SYMPATHY:
We extend our sympathy to Lisa Shemwell on the passing of her husband, 
Mike, after unexpected medical complications. She asks for prayers for 
strength as she grieves from her home in Arkansas.

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Tonya Treble, Gene Cavanaugh

ONGOING PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND HEALING:
Gareth Gregg, Chuck Dunker, Dave Ahn, Paul Stevens

MEN & WOMEN IN UNIFORM AROUND THE WORLD:
Rachel Z. E. Sheridan (USAF), James Dobson (USAF), Devin Kenny-
Hernandez (USA), Phillip Lyman (USA), JP Springsteel, Jared Vallner (USA)

LAUMC is a Care Ministry Congregation with trained,            
supportive, and loving people who are available to provide 
you with confidential, caring support in times of special need. 
If you need care, call the office at 650.948.1083 and connect 
to a pastor. If you are experiencing a pastoral care emergen-
cy, you may choose # to be connected to an on-call pastor.



Get Connected                                                                                                                    Get Connected                                                                                                                    
CHURCH COUNCIL & CHARGE CONFERENCE: Today, Sunday, 12/14, 12:30 pm
All are invited to the Sequoia Room or via Zoom. LAUMC.org/Church-Council 
LAUMC ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Longest Night Service (12/15, 7:30 pm). Christmas Eve Services 12/24 (Children’s 
4 pm), Traditional Candlelight (7:30 pm), Midnight Candlelight (11 pm). LAUMC.
org/LAUMC-Holiday-Schedule 
AWE-FILLED MOVIES OF LAUMC
We invite you to submit a movie, the awe-filled film that lifts you to “higher 
ground,” transporting you to a moment or place where you felt connected to 
God and others. LAUMC.org/Awe 
ADVENT DEVOTIONALS: Now - December 25
Advent, a time of spiritual preparation for the coming of Jesus, the ultimate 
Changemaker. Engage with daily scripture, reflection, prayer, & journal prompt. 
Written by Changemakers from across the U.S.A., thechangemakerinitiative.org. 
ANGEL TREE GIFT WRAPPING: Sunday, December 14, 11:15 am
Mary Martha Fellowship invites you to participate in Angel Tree gift wrapping. 
Please bring scissors and any extra wrapping paper & bows to the Youth Room. 
Terry Morrison MorrisonT2002@aol.com 
GEN2GEN MOVIE GROUP: Tuesday, December 16, 2 pm
Join us for the Christmas drama, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, in the Live 
Oak Room.  LAUMC.org/gen2gen
CALLING ALL BAKERS: Thursday, December 18, 3:00 pm
We are in need of 12 people to bake 2 dozen cookies each, delivered to the 
Creekside kitchen to support the WeHope Christmas Dinner.  Each year, shelter 
guests look forward to the delicious homemade Christmas treats you provide! 
LAUMC.org/Bakers 
WEHOPE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER: December 18
We need 14 volunteers to help serve the meals.  This is a great opportunity 
for families and friends to share their support for our unhoused neighbors.  
You will meet at the shelter in East Palo Alto at 6:45, and the meal should be 
completed by 8:00. LAUMC.org/WeHope-Dinner
CHRISTMAS AT THE PARSONAGE: Friday, December 19 at 6:30 pm
Families with children are invited to join us for a special evening! Festivities 
include Mrs. Claus reading the Christmas story, games, treats, carols, and 
lots of holiday cheer! Feel free to wear PJs or holiday attire to add to the fun! 
Registration at LAUMC.org/Christmas-at-the-parsonage 
FRESH PRODUCE + NON-PERISHABLE FOOD: Sunday, Dec. 21
We're collecting Fresh Produce for San Jose and non-perishable food items for 
our Mountain View partner CSA. Place produce in the produce cart and shelf-
stable items like soups, tuna, pasta, rice, and more in the Red Barrel.
SALEABRATION 2025: February 1, 2026
Save the date! The African Student Education College Fund Tuition For African 
Women. More information coming soon.

Morning Worship                                                                                                                    Morning Worship                                                                                                                    
Prelude - Ave Maria                                                                           Franz Schubert	
			                                                           Craig Norris, Organist

Welcome                                                                              Pastor Dave Samelson

Introit - Carol of the Bells                                                               Peter Wilhousky                                                     
                                                         New Covenant Choir, Director Jose Mendiola

Call to Worship - based on Matthew 2:1-15                      Pastor Dave Samelson

Hymn - Joy to the World (UMH #246)                                       Craig Norris, Organ
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle                                      The Nguyen Family

Children’s Time  	      Ms. Sharon McClintock

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer			    Pastor Jeong Park

Bible Reading - Matthew 3:1-12                                                 Raymond Lockley

Anthem - What Sweeter Music                                                                  John Rutter  
                                                         New Covenant Choir, Director Jose Mendiola

Message - Third Sunday of Advent: Incarnation: The Gifts of the Magi                            
                                                                                                 Pastor Dave Samelson

Song  - The Blessing        Kari Jobe, Cody Carnes, Steven Furtick, Chris Brown
                                           Abraham Kenner III, Minister of Music & Worship Arts

Advent Generosity 2025                              John Swan & John Riemenschnitter   
                                                                                   Advent Generosity Committee

Offering	      		                                     Timothy Loewen-Elofson
Offertory - Happy Xmas (War is Over)                            John Lennon/Yoko Ono	
                                                                                                   Craig Norris, organist
Doxology

Announcements                                                                  Pastor Dave Samelson

Sending Forth                                                                      Pastor Dave Samelson
 
Song of Blessing - If You Say Go  
                                       Abraham Kenner III, Minister of Music and Worship Arts

Postlude - Sleigh Ride                                                                      Leroy Anderson	
                                                                                                      Craig Norris, organist


