
We are a Changemaker church, committed to following Jesus’ 
example of having compassion for all people, 

and celebrating God’s gift of diversity.  We strive to 
create a church home where people of every gender identity, 
sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, 

immigration and socioeconomic status can unite in the mission 
of God’s love.  

All are welcome here!

Sunday, November 23, 2025
 8:30 am

Los Altos United Methodist Church
655 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos CA 94024

www.laumc.org

PrayerPrayer  ConcernsConcerns                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
IN SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY AND THE  WORLD: Please pray for those 
who are hungry, displaced, sick, or in poverty because of natural and 
human-made disasters, and for the workers who minister to them.

ONGOING PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND HEALING:
Gareth Gregg, Chuck Dunker, Dave Ahn, Joyce Cavanaugh, Lois Brownson

MEN & WOMEN IN UNIFORM AROUND THE WORLD:
Rachel Z. E. Sheridan (USAF), James Dobson (USAF), Devin Kenny-
Hernandez (USA), Phillip Lyman (USA), JP Springsteel, Jared Vallner (USA)

LAUMC is a Care Ministry Congregation with trained,            
supportive, and loving people who are available to provide 
you with confidential, caring support in times of special need. 
If you need care, call the office at 650.948.1083 and connect 
to a pastor. If you are experiencing a pastoral care emergen-
cy, you may choose # to be connected to an on-call pastor.



Get Connected                                                                                                                    Get Connected                                                                                                                    
CHOIR REHEARSALS – FESTIVAL OF CAROLS & LIGHTS: 
Today 12 – 1:30  &  Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
All who would like to sing for the Festival are welcome to join us for our group 
rehearsal today 12 – 1:30 andTuesdays at 7:00 p.m.  If you have questions, 
contact Director Jose Mendiola (jose.mc.mendiola@gmail.com)
THANKSGIVING EVE DINNER & CELEBRATION: Wed. Nov. 26, 5:30 - 7 pm
Don't worry about cooking the day before the big day. Join us for an evening of 
food, music, and gratitude for the blessings of community here at LAUMC in 
Creekside Center. Please register for dinner, so we know
how much food to prepare. Thank you. LAUMC.org/Thanksgiving-Eve 
ADVENT DEVOTIONALS: November 30 - December 25
Advent is a time of spiritual preparation for the coming of Jesus, the ultimate 
Changemaker. Engage with a daily scripture, reflection, prayer, and journal 
prompt. Each entry was written by Changemakers from across the country. Sign 
up for the digital version at thechangemakerinitiative.org. 
GEN2GEN MOVIE GROUP: Tuesday, December 2, 2:00 pm
Join us for Downton Abbey: The Grande Finale in the Live Oak Room.  
STORY HOUR WITH MS. SHARON - WINTER TALES: Saturday, Dec. 6, 9:30 am
Join Ms. Sharon for lively stories, music, puppetry, and (shhhh!) a surprise visit 
from Santa himself! In the Children’s Center Preschool.
ANGEL TREE: November 30, December 7 & 14
Our Christmas tree will be up in the narthex on Nov. 30 and Dec. 7. Purchased 
gifts must be returned on Dec. 14 for wrapping and delivery. We need dedicated 
drivers to deliver the presents to the families on the afternoon or evening of 
Dec. 14. Contact: Susie Buchholz - drsusieb2001@hotmail.com
CHRISTMAS AT THE PARSONAGE: Friday(s), December 5 or 19 at 6:30 pm
Families with children are invited to join us for a special evening! Festivities 
include Mrs. Claus reading the Christmas story, games, treats, carols, and 
lots of holiday cheer! Feel free to wear PJs or holiday attire to add to the fun! 
Registration at LAUMC.org/Christmas-at-the-parsonage 
BETHLEHEM CRAFT SALE: December 7, after each morning service
Many in Bethlehem depend on almost non-existent tourist trade. You can shop 
for Olivewood carvings and other crafts. Info: LAUMC.org/Bethlehem-Craft-Sale
PARENT CLUB: Tuesday, December 9, 7:00 pm (2nd Tues of each month)
Find support and connection with other parents. Led by Sharon McClintock and 
Jomary Hilliard (Bolles), Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist, in the Live Oak Room.
GEN2GEN CHRISTMAS CAROLING LUNCHEON: Friday, Dec. 12 at 11:30 am
We invite you to our annual Christmas tradition in the Youth Room. Please RSVP 
by Dec. 9 so Santa will have a gift for you. We look forward to seeing you this 
joyous holiday season. Questions? Terry Morrison at Morrisont2002@aol.com
FESTIVAL OF CAROLS AND LIGHTS: Saturday, December 13, 7:15 - 9 pm
Come for a wonderful evening of Christmas Music by the New Covenant Choir, 
the Bell Choir, the StarGeezers, the Contemporary Service Worship Team,  the 
Peninsula Symphony, and Schola Cantorum of Silicon Valley. 
LAUMC.org/festival-of-carols-and-lights

Morning Worship                                                                                                                    Morning Worship                                                                                                                    
Prelude - Prelude in A minor				                           J. S. Bach	
						                     Craig Norris, Organist

Welcome                                                                              Pastor Dave Samelson

Introit                             Abraham Kenner III, Minister of Music and Worship Arts

Call to Worship - {Based on Psalm 100}                           Pastor Dave Samelson

Hymn - Come Ye Thankful People Come                                                UMH#694             	
                                                                                                     Craig Norris, Organist

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer			    Pastor Jeong Park

Bible Reading - Psalm 107:1-9                                                         Siteri Maravou

Anthem - Give Thanks 
                                        Abraham Kenner III Minister of Music and Worship Arts

Message - The Way We Are Wired: Gratitude                   Pastor Dave Samelson

Hymn - Amazing Grace                                                                               UMC#378                                                 
                                           Abraham Kenner III, Minister of Music & Worship Arts

Offering	      		                                     Timothy Loewen-Elofson

Offertory - Test Drive from How To Train Your Dragon		
                                    John Powell arr by Anna Lapwood, Craig Norris, Organist

Announcements                                                                  Pastor Dave Samelson

Sending Forth                                                                      Pastor Dave Samelson
 
Song of Blessing - If You Say Go  
                                       Abraham Kenner III, Minister of Music and Worship Arts

Postlude - Jurassic Park                                                                      John Williams
                                                                                                   Craig Norris, Organist
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