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Palm Sunday, March 20, 2016 
John 12:12-19 

 
Five of our eighth grade confirmands prepared the 
message for our Palm Sunday worship services. Excerpts 
from their personal stories are below, with questions for 
reflection during the service or during your week. Ponder 
them yourself, or discuss them with friends. 

1. One confirmand references the crowds of people in 
Jerusalem when Jesus enters that city. These people 
have been waiting a long time for a resolution: a king 
to lead them. She reminds us that, like those people, 
we need “to have patience and faith in our Lord. … 
While we’re patiently waiting for resolution, God gives 
us the drive and strength to keep on going.” 

a. What enabled the people of Jerusalem to wait for 
God to send them a king? 

b. What enables you to wait for the resolution that 
you are seeking? 

2. Another confirmand has sought to understand what is 
real in the God Story and how she fits into the story. 
Her resolution has begun to unfold as she realizes, 
“Jesus came back to life. He died and came back. … 
I knew then that Jesus wasn’t just a great person. He 
was a miracle.” 

a. If Jesus is “just a great person,” how does that 
impact your God Story? 

b. What if Jesus is “a miracle”? How does that impact your 
God Story? 

3. “Jesus rode through the gates (and into Jerusalem) with 
rags on him and on a donkey. This shows exactly what 
Christianity stands for,” proclaims a confirmand. 

a. How does this show “what Christianity stands for”? 

b. What is your response to Jesus riding into Jerusalem in 
such a humble way? 

4. “It’s important to remember that in God’s story, you aren’t 
the villain,” preaches a confirmand. Instead, she reminds 
us, “You’re the hero of your story, no matter how many 
mistakes you make along the way. Every hero has a villain 
to fight, whether it’s a dragon or a test or a social prejudice.” 

a. If not the villain, what part do you play? Are you the hero? 

b. How can your outlook change when you know you aren’t 
the villain? 

5. When the Jerusalem crowds shout “Hosanna!” they are 
giving Jesus honor as well as crying for help. “Hosanna” 
means “save us.” 

a. If you shouted “Hosanna,” how might God save you? 

b. In what ways does our world need God’s saving power? 


