
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, July 5, 2015 
Acts  8:26-38 

 
We offer these questions for reflection during the service 
or during your week. Ponder them yourself or share 
them with friends.  
 
The Ethiopian man in this story is of high regard, a 
eunuch and a member of Queen Candace’s royal 
cabinet as the director of finance. He is a well-educated 
seeker who desires to understand more about worship 
and scripture. This man identifies three needs that must 
be addressed in order for scripture to be relevant in his 
life:  

1. A teacher or guide to understand the message of the 
scripture. 

a. Do you have a teacher, guide, or community 
to encourage you in your understanding of 
scripture? How might they be helpful for you? 

b. For whom are you a teacher, guide, or 
community? How can you best encourage 
someone in scripture? 

2. Clarity about whether scripture is relevant only for the 
time and circumstance in which it was written or also 
for other times and circumstances as well. 

a. Have you known the scripture to respond to 
your anxiety, questions, or praise? Has 
scripture ever resonated with your life 
experience? 
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b. When you read this passage in Acts aloud (using 
one or more translations), what questions or 
wonderings do you have? How might such questions 
or wonderings relate to your life now? 

3. Clarity about whether he is included or excluded from the 
Good News of the scripture. 

a. To some, this man is an outcast because of his race, 
his sexuality, his loyalty to the queen of a foreign 
land, his handling of money, and the fact that he is 
completely separated from the land of Israel. What 
allows the man to know that he is included? 

b. Deuteronomy 23:1 would say that this man would be 
absolutely excluded from God’s kingdom. Isaiah 56:4
-5 says that this man would be absolutely included in 
God’s kingdom. How would this man know what to 
believe about these two differing scriptures? How 
can you know what to believe? 

The Ethiopian man struggles to find relevance in scripture. 
What is the turning point for his recognition of its relevance in 
his life and his decision to be baptized? What might be the 
turning point concerning the relevance of scripture in your life? 

 

Thoughts and Notes 


