
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 3, 2015 
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 13:1-9 

 
We offer these questions for reflection during the service 
or during your week. Ponder them yourself or share 
them with friends.  
 
1. Why did Jesus use parables to teach the people? 

What might his reason have been to share this 
parable with this group of people?  

2. Choose one of these theme titles for this scripture 
from Matthew. Why did you choose it? What is your 
“aha” learning from the title you chose? 

a) “The Parable of the Sower” 
b) “The Parable of Poor Agricultural Planning” 
c) “The Parable of the Four Soils” 
d) “The Parable of Extravagant Generosity” 
e) “The Parable of Persistence” 
f) “The Parable of the Miraculous Yields” 

3. How might Jesus’ message be urging you as  
a) the sower of the gospel message? 
b) the person who is the embodiment of the 
gospel message (the one sharing the message by 
action and/or word)? 
c) the ground, the environment, the ones who 
receive the gospel message? 

4. Do you have faith in the abundance of a yield that is 
“a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty”? Do you believe in such abundance of the fruit 
of the Gospel? Why or why not? 

5. Is there any place or circumstance in which God’s 
message for this world cannot sprout and take root? 
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Many of our GroupLife small groups are starting a new 
curriculum tied to our worship theme, “Planting the Promise,” 
that will include doing a service project together. For the first 
session, they will use these questions as a discussion guide. If 
you would like to participate in a group, visit www.laumc.org/
growinfaith and click on the “Find a Group” button. 
 
1. What does bold service mean? What does social justice 

mean? Why is Bold Service & Social Justice one of our five 
practices of discipleship? 

2. Is there a difference between Christian and secular 
community service and social justice? If so, what is the 
difference and why is it important? 

3. What excites you about doing a project together as a 
group? What makes you less enthusiastic about this idea? 
What are you hoping for through this experience? How do 
you think your group would benefit from experiencing 
service together? 

4. Spend some time as a group brainstorming ideas about 
service opportunities. Consider using a white board or flip 
chart so all can see. These questions may trigger your 
ideas: 

a) What social issues/problems concern you the most? 
b) Whom do you know that is struggling and needs 

help? 
c) What service experiences have you had in the past 

that were valuable? 
d) What nonprofits/organizations do you know of or 

have experience with? 
e) What gifts/talents/skills/resources do you have that 

you could offer to others in service? 

5. Discuss the options you have mentioned and try to narrow 
it down to 3–5 possibilities for categories or projects. Make 
a plan to explore these options further between now and 
your next group session. Everyone can take a role to find 
out more information. Remember it is important to be in 
prayer for wisdom and direction.  
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