
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 2, 2014 

There Is One God: Judaism 
Pastor Mark 

Scripture Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
 

Discussion: One of the three major monotheistic faiths 
based on the story of Abraham, Judaism is practiced 
by 13.9 million people in the world today. It was the 
religion of Jesus and his disciples. It brought the 
central concepts of the belief in One God to human 
history. 

In Hebrew Scripture, there are at least 52 titles 
describing divine attributes of God (King, Redeemer, 
Shepherd, Rock, Potter, Refuge, Light, etc.) and three 
main names (Yahweh, Elohim and Adonai), but only 
once does God self-identify (Exodus 3); “I am” is the 
God who hears the cry of oppression and acts to save. 
The first three of the Ten Commandments admonish 
idolatry even of words: “you shall not make wrongful 
use of the name of the Lord your God.” Observant 
Jews, when referring to God, will in English refer to 
God’s name in Exodus 3:14 as “G-d,” leaving out the 
vowel. Original Hebrew is written without vowels, and 
“I am” in Exodus 3:14 is written in English script 
“YHWH.” Observant Jews will not speak the name of 
God, for to do so would imply understanding that 
which can never be fully understood by mortals. 
Rather, the Shema, or central confession of faith 
found in our text from Deuteronomy, identifies the 
nature of God and one’s faith in behavior;:“keep God’s 
commandments … love God … teach these words to 
your children.” 

S 
E 
R 
M 
O 
N 
 

D 
I 
S 
C 
U 
S 
S 
I 
O 
N 
 

G 
U 
I 
D 
E 

THOUGHTS & IDEAS 
 



HEAD 

1. What words in the New Testament are used to address 
God? to address Jesus? What names does Jesus use to 
describe himself? 

 

2. How do Jews view Jesus? Why? 

 

HEART 

1. Some people have interpreted the Bible to condone anti-
Semitism, saying the Jews killed Jesus. How do you feel 
about this? 

2. How do you feel about embracing the Old Testament and 
its teachings? How can it help you relate to Jewish people? 
Have you ever discussed the Old Testament with Jewish 
friends? What have you learned? 

3. What kind of love (agape, eros, unconditional love, 
friendship, romance, affection) does Jesus ask his disciples 
to give God? How do you feel toward God – now? in the 
past? Does your love of God change?  

HANDS 

1. Have you ever worked with, lived with, or served with 
people of the Jewish faith? How has their faith affected 
their service, customs, eating habits (kosher), rituals, or 
behavior?  

2. What service projects at LAUMC that you have been a part 
of reflect your love of God? 
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