
  

 

 

 

 

Los Altos United Methodist Church 

Solar Panel Installation Update 
 

What:  The LAUMC Board of Trustees is arranging to install solar panels to generate electricity for 

campus facility use. 

Why:  The Trustees want to save on electricity costs and exhibit good stewardship of this planet’s 

resources. 

When:  Installation is estimated to be complete in spring 2014. 

Where:  The panels will be installed over parking stalls in the rear parking lot. 

Aesthetics:  The supports and panel system will be painted a color consistent with the church campus, 

and no trees will be removed. 

Cost:  The Trustees expect the cost of this project to be between $450,000 and $500,000. Financing will 

be determined. 

Contractor: Solar Technologies  

 

Background 

In early 2011, the LAUMC Board of Trustees decided to research solar power options for the church 

campus at the suggestion of the LAUMC facilities director. Bridges Community Church next door 

installed solar panels in 2011. PG&E rates were increasing and have continued to increase. The church is 

especially hard hit by peak use rates, unlike most residential electricity usage. The Trustees agreed that 

it made sense to reduce or eliminate our electricity expenses, if possible, because electricity charges had 

increased to approximately $43,000 per year. In addition, the Trustees determined that decreasing 

LAUMC’s carbon footprint would be good stewardship of God’s creation.  

 

Contractor Selection Process 

The Board of Trustees formed a solar committee. The committee reached out to recommended and 

long-standing solar installation contractors in the Bay Area and ultimately narrowed the selection to two 

installers that met all of the committee’s criteria and had proven track records of satisfied commercial 

customers. Over the last year and a half, the committee had these two firms evaluate multiple design, 

installation, and financing options and provide details for each. 

 

In the end, the solar committee recommended and the Board of Trustees chose Solar Technologies to 

install LAUMC’s solar system due to its experience, pricing, and professionalism. It is a full design-build 

electrical contractor that has been installing solar power systems in the Bay Area for more than 15 

years, has a long list of satisfied commercial customers, including Bridges Community Church, and was 

recognized by SunPower as its commercial dealer of the year in 2012. 

 

System Design 

Working closely with Solar Technologies, the Board of Trustees has decided to install a 117 kW solar 

power system. This system size was specifically chosen to offset roughly 85 percent of LAUMC’s 

electricity bills. The church could move to reduce the remaining 15 percent through future energy 



efficiency improvements. The Trustees have decided that mounting these solar panels to a solar carport 

system is the best option, because doing so is least likely to interfere with whatever campus remodeling 

and expansion plans are made in the future, is the easiest to maintain, and will produce the most 

amount of electricity. It is not feasible to mount the solar system on the current campus roof structures. 

The angle is not conducive to maximum system efficiency, and LAUMC’s roofs will be in need of repair or 

replacement during the solar panel system’s expected lifespan.  

 

System Description 

This 117 kW system will be composed of 368 SunPower solar panels, four inverters, and an online 

monitoring system accessible to church members. SunPower (www.sunpowercorp.com) is a publicly 

traded company based in San Jose that is known for making the world’s most efficient and reliable solar 

panels and provides a 25-year warranty. 

 

The panels will sit on top of four steel solar canopy structures, all 10 feet or more above the parking lot 

to provide adequate clearance height and not obstruct the driving aisles. Panel placement was designed 

not to interfere with the existing mature trees in the parking lot. These canopy structures will provide 

congregants with covered parking to keep cars cool on hot summer days and protected on rainy days. 

They will have underside lighting, increasing nighttime visibility and safety. As car-charging stations 

become more prevalent, the Board of Trustees will consider adding that feature.  

 

Financing 

The Board of Trustees is seeking a financing solution that takes the best advantage of available 

incentives. It is likely that this will include monthly lease payments that will replace amounts currently 

paid to PG&E. Electricity costs have become a significant operating expense, and by going solar the 

church expects to reduce that expense over the long term.   

 

Environmental Benefit 

Over the next 25 years, the LAUMC solar panel system will reduce 2,900 tons of greenhouse gas 

emissions, the equivalent of saving 5,850,000 miles driven in cars or planting 117,000 trees. 

 

Schedule and Campus Impact 

Permitting: September – October of 2013 

Erection of steel structure: January – March of 2014 

Installation of solar panels: January – March of 2014 

Finish electrical: January – March of 2014 

System connected: March – April of 2014  

 

If you have more questions about the upcoming solar installation, please send them to 

solar@laumc.org. We look forward to seeing this project come to completion.  



 

Figure 3: View of LAUMC parking lot with panel layout. 

Figures 1 and 2: Installed solar panel system similar to the  

system planned for LAUMC. 


