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Los Altos United Methodist Church 

Sermon Discussion Guide:  March 17, 2013 
 

Sinners, Outcasts and the Poor:  On the Road- Mark S. Bollwinkel 

    Scripture Lesson:  Luke 7:36-50 

 

HEAD 

 

1. Why did the Pharisees object to the presence of the woman of ill repute in Simon’s home 

during the visit of Jesus? 

2. Why do you think the prostitute brought her tears and her most precious gift to shower 

upon Jesus? 

3. How did Jesus respond to the prostitute? 

4. Jesus contrasted the “lack of hospitality” of Simon with the attentions of the woman who 

had lived a sinful life.  What is his message for us? 

 

HEART 

 

1. In this story we would like to believe we are more like Jesus.  But are we sometimes like 

Simon?  Why? 

2. How do you think you would react to the presence of a person of ill repute in your home?  

Or to encountering a person with different background and beliefs and life styles? 

3. In this lesson, Jesus taught about the possibility and promise of forgiveness even for those 

persons who were outcast by society.  Are we quick to judge others whose life choices are 

in conflict with ours?  How do we exchange our own judgment of others for genuine 

forgiveness and acceptance? 

4. Jesus told Simon the story of the moneylender who cancelled the debts of two men, one 

for a large amount, and one for a lesser amount.  God forgives all of our sins.  Are we 

equally grateful, regardless of the measure of our wrongdoing?  How does God’s 

forgiveness change us? 

5. Our God is a God of second chances.  Have you experienced that for yourself or through 

others? 
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HANDS 

 

1. Do we see people for their standing in society, what they do for a living or for who they are 

as children of God?  How do we extend love, compassion, understanding, and help 

regardless of position or circumstance? 

2. In his ministry, Jesus was drawn to the poor, the sick, the social outcasts, the sinners, and 

the lost.  And he cured their bodies and saved their souls.  As a community, how do we get 

“out of our comfort zones” to minister likewise? 

3. How do we embrace God’s forgiveness for our wrong doings by extending our forgiveness 

to others around us? 

4. In what ways are we blind to the possibilities of God in our midst?  How do we see and 

serve others through the lens of God’s grace? 

 


