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Isaiah 43:1-2, 18-21 
 
But now thus says the Lord, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
 
Do not remember the former things, 
    or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert. 
The wild animals will honor me, 
    the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
    rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 
    the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise. 
 
I love new things. Some might even say it’s a bit of a problem for me. I really 
want the latest, greatest, coolest, most up-to-date version of everything from 
computer to iphone to ipad to keyboard to…well, lots of things. Yes, generally 
expensive things. I would say cool things. The good news is that I don’t always 
give in to this desire for new things. I generally have to plan for them, at least 
somewhat. Budget a bit. I’ll skip a couple of versions. I mean, this is still an iPad 
3, for crying out loud!  
 
I think a lot of us are like this. Maybe it’s a new car every two or three years, or 
36,000 miles, whichever comes first; maybe it’s the latest fashion; perhaps the 
most modern kitchen appliances; a bathroom remodel; the list goes on and on. 
Most of us like new things.  



 

 

 
But there’s kind of a catch to that, at least for me. I like new things, for sure. But 
new things always come with a learning curve, and that kind of messes with me 
sometimes. You have to do some tweaks and call tech support a few times to get 
the new computer to work with all your apps; the new car has a different ignition 
system and you don’t know how to turn it on; the smartphone is smarter than 
you; you can’t figure out how to turn on the new smart t.v. It takes awhile, for a lot 
of new things, before we’re comfortable with them and can get them to do what 
the old things did. Only better. Hopefully. 
 
As I think about it, almost all of the “new things” that I can think of that we 
humans crave, that we spend all this money on, that our greatest minds are 
inventing, almost all of these “new things” are created with the intention of 
fulfilling the same functions as the old things, except maybe doing them faster, or 
adding some new functionality, or making things easier. And I don’t mean to 
offend all you brilliant inventors out there. I know that we are continually inventing 
things that previous generations never even dreamed of. And, mostly, they’re 
about doing what we do better than we’re doing it now. Making our lives easier. 
More comfortable. More streamlined. Maybe making it possible for us to 
accomplish more. Of what we’re doing. Or wish we were doing.  
 
For humans, new things are so often designed to help preserve, or maybe 
improve, who we already are. 
 
That’s not how it is with God. When God sets about doing a new thing, it’s a new 
thing. Meaning, everything’s different! Meaning, if we want to be a part of it we’ll 
never be the same again! We can't be the same again! 
 
It’s all over in the Bible. It starts out in the very first chapter of Genesis, where 
God takes chaos, and everything is formless and void, and creates light, and 
water, and plants, and the sun, moon and stars, and animals and birds, and 
finally people, made in God’s own image. Creation is a new thing. And it goes all 
the way through to Revelation 21, with its spectacular vision of a “new heaven 
and a new earth, for the former heaven and the former earth had passed away.” 
And in between Genesis and Revelation there’s the new covenant that God 
makes with God’s people in Jeremiah, where the prophet tells us God is saying, 
“I will put my instructions within them and engrave them on their hearts. I will be 
their God and they will be my people…They will all know me, from the least to 
the greatest…I will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember their 
sins.” That sounds like a completely new thing! Or there’s the words of the 
apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians, when he tells us “…if anyone is in Christ, that 



 

 

person is part of the new creation. The old things have gone away, and look, new 
things have arrived!” 
 
And there’s the passage that we heard this morning, from Isaiah, “Do not 
remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals 
and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give 
drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they 
might declare my praise.” 
 
That’s some newness, right there!  
 
I’m going to level with you, and I hope this doesn’t come as too much of a shock, 
or knock me too far off my pedestal. But I don’t really get a lot of this stuff. I’m not 
entirely sure what it means that jackals and ostriches are going to be honoring 
God. That stuff about a new heaven and a new earth? Well, I’ve read a lot about 
all of that. And also seen some pretty cool movies about Revelation. But, really, I 
don’t entirely get it. 
 
And when Jesus broke the bread and shared the cup, and called it his body and 
his blood, and said it was the cup of the new covenant. Mind boggling. On one 
level, I totally get that. On another level, not at all. 
 
I think that’s because this new thing that God has done, is doing, and will do is 
way beyond the latest iPhone, smart car, or operating system. If it was something 
I could comprehend or accomplish, if it was about my comfort and convenience, 
if it was within the realm of human ability, we wouldn’t need God. 
 
One of the greatest, most insidious temptations of our modern age–I would even 
say one of our greatest sins–is that far too often we forget that need for God. We 
get lulled in my all of our stuff, and all of our cleverness, and all of our resources; 
we get distracted by all of our problems, our lists, our challenges, our busy-ness. 
We think it’s really all up to us. We tout individualism as a virtue and compile 
impressive lists of our accomplishments.  
 
And there is a place, an important place, for all of that. After all, Isaiah starts this 
chapter by reminding us that this is the God who created us and formed us. All of 
our cleverness and resources and ingenuity was formed by this great Creator. 
We are blessed to be able to use it all to its fullest. 
 



 

 

And…it is limited by our own vision. By our own fears. By our own humanity. 
Beyond all of that is this new thing that God has done at creation, covenants with 
us in relationship with us, and is about to do again, if we only perceive it. If we let 
go of our fear and our resistance. If we surrender ourselves and allow God to 
make us into a new creation. The promise of a life with God is that promise that 
runs throughout the biblical narrative: God began this story of us with a new 
creation, is continually recreating us in love, and at the end will welcome us into a 
new creation beyond our wildest imagination. If you have been through 
confirmation class, this might remind you of John Wesley’s concept of grace: 
prevenient grace, justifying grace, and sanctifying grace. 
 
Most of you have probably figured out that this is the “last” of the in between 
sermons. Pastor Mark’s last sermon was June 8. Pastor Mariellen’s first sermon 
is next week, July 6. Pastors Sam, Debbie and I have held down the fort in 
between.  
 
What if God is about to do a new thing with us? With you? With me? With us 
here at LAUMC? What if God wants us to see it, to know it, to believe it, to let go 
of the things that are keeping us from seeing it and knowing it and believing it? 
What if? Is it possible that God is about to do a new thing here at LAUMC? Could 
it be?  
 
Well, yes. It’s not only possible, it’s what God is promising. It’s what God is 
always promising. 
 
But the new thing that God is about to do here isn’t up to Pastor Mariellen. It’s not 
up to Pastors Sam, Debbie and me. It’s not up to our age-level ministry directors, 
or our awesome staff, or our Church Council. Don’t quote me on this, but it’s not 
even up to our bishop or district superintendents. 
 
As hard as it is for us to comprehend, it’s not up to us.  
 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you.” 
 
What’s up to us is to hear that promise. The God who created heaven and earth, 
the God who created and formed you and me, calls us by name, and claims us, 
and says “you are mine.” That God promises to be with us through the 



 

 

challenges, and calls us not to be afraid of what is to come, for we are already 
redeemed. 
 
Those words, written by the prophet 600 years or so before the birth of Christ, 
resonate deep in our hearts because we know what the promise of that 
redemption is. We know that in Christ, we are new creations. 
 
God created us and formed us and calls us by name. That means, to me, that we 
are called to be the very best we can be, and to do the best with what we have, 
and to be creative and productive and inquisitive and inventive. It’s who we are. 
 
And… 
 
That God also calls us to take leaps of faith, to trust, to believe, and to perceive. 
Not to be stuck with the limits of our own imaginations or experience. Not to keep 
turning back and looking to the past and longing for, or regretting, what was.  
 
That God tells us that rivers will spring forth in the driest, most desolate places, 
that fountains of living water will spring forth within us, and we will never be 
thirsty. That God tells us that we are chosen, recreated, redeemed. 
 
That God is about to do a new thing. 
 
What will it be? 
 
I have no idea. Let’s let go together, and find out! 
 
Amen 
 


