
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 24, 2014 

Dear LAUMC members and friends, 

 

As chairperson of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, it is my pleasure to announce that it is Bishop 

Warner Brown’s intention to appoint the Rev. Mariellen Sawada Yoshino as our senior pastor effective 

July 1 this year.  

 

For the last seven years, Rev. Yoshino has served as one of the district superintendents of the California-

Nevada Annual Conference. In this role she has given leadership to the 84 United Methodist Churches of 

the Central Valley District. 

 

Mariellen was born in Japan and grew up as a “preacher’s kid” in the Alabama-West Florida Conference. 

She is a graduate of Davidson College (North Carolina) and has graduate degrees from St. Paul School of 

Theology in Kansas and the University of San Francisco. She has also earned an AA degree in sign 

language interpretation. 

 

Pastor Mariellen has served on staff in a large-church setting, was pastor for two rural parishes, served 

as pastor of a suburban church, and was the senior pastor of a multi-staff urban congregation. 

 

Rev. Yoshino has been an adjunct faculty member of the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley. She has 

written curriculum for the United Methodist Publishing House. She has also written articles and study 

books for the United Methodist General Board of Discipleship and the United Methodist Women. 

 

At the national level, Pastor Mariellen has worked with the General Commission on Religion and Race 

and the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. As a youth, she was elected as an alternate 

delegate to Jurisdictional Conference. As an adult, she has led the California-Nevada Annual Conference 

delegation at General Conference. 

 

Rev. Yoshino has a warm pastoral heart, is recognized as one of our conference’s outstanding preachers, 

and will bring energy, vision, and commitment to our team here at LAUMC. Please pray for her and her 

husband, Steve, in this significant time of transition. As we prepare to say goodbye to one beloved 

pastor, God has given us a wonderful opportunity to welcome the next. 

 

 

Stan Kullbom 

 

Chairperson, Staff-Parish Relations Committee, Los Altos United Methodist Church 


